
THE APICS MONITOR 
Newsletter for the Central Alabama Chapter 

of 
APICS–The Educational Society for Resource Management 

 
March 2003 Issue 

 

March Professional Development Meeting 
 

Plant Tour:  Mercedes-Benz  
 

 
 

Mercedes-Benz U.S. International is the Alabama based manufacturer of the Mercedes-Benz M-Class sport 
utility vehicle, and produces left and right hand drive, 4 cylinder, V6 and V8 M-Class vehicles for the world 
market.  MBUSI employs over 1,800 team members and has approximately 65 major suppliers for the M-
Class, nine of which are located in Alabama.  An additional $80 million has been invested in the $300 million 
plant to increase production from 68,000 to 80,000 – a 20% increase from last year.  
The Factory Tour is an approximate 1-½ hour personally narrated walking tour of the M-Class production 
facility.  The following rules and guidelines must be adhered to: 
  - No smoking on premises    - Cameras are NOT permitted in factory 
  - No canes, crutches, or walkers   - Wheelchairs are permitted 
  - No Shorts      - No Open Toe Shoes 
  - Skirt or Dress must come below the knees 
 

Due to reservation guidelines, we must turn in participant names to the factory on Thursday, March 13th.  NO 
reservations will be accepted after 3:00pm on Wednesday, March 12th, 2003.  Seats are limited and will be 
filled in order of reservation. 
 

 Date:  Thursday, March 20th, 2003     
Location: Mercedes-Benz – Vance, Alabama 
   Transportation via chartered bus – lunch provided 
Agenda:  10:00am – 12:00pm Travel to Vance 

1:00 – 2:30pm  Tour Group #1 
1:15 – 2:45pm  Tour Group #2 
3:00 – 5:00pm   Return to Montgomery 

Cost:  $30.00/person 
 

Reservations and payment are required by Wednesday, March 12th, 2003 
 

Contact: Jim Lehmann at (334) 284-4700 or e-mail at jlehmann@hagerco.com or Melissa Grant at 334-
260-1549 or mgrant@apics-ceal.org 

 

Mail payment to:  APICS, Central Alabama Chapter   PO Box 210281   Montgomery, AL  36121-0281 



Upcoming Professional Development Meetings 
 

April 17th, 2003    June 12th, 2003  
Gary Landis, CFPIM, CIRM  Installation of Officers   
G.A. Landis & Associates  Awards Banquet  
Officer Elections 

       
May 15th, 2003     
Plant Tour  
International Paper - Prattville       
 
     

Chapter News… 
2003 Member-Get-A-Member Campaign 
Recruit just one new individual member into the APICS community by August 31, 2003, and become a 
member of the Cornerstone Club. The Cornerstone Club contains three levels of recognition: flagstone, 
granite, and marble and members advance to different levels based on the number of new individual members 
they recruit. A variety of prizes including APICS Bookstore gift certificates and a digital camera will be raffled 
off on September 12th based on final recruiting results.  Please use the attached application in your recruiting 
efforts.  The chapter will also award a prize to the member with the most recruits – more details coming 
soon…. 
 

New Members… 
We are pleased to welcome the following new member to our chapter: 
 

Ray Mullinax – Rheem Manufacturing, Montgomery, AL 
 

WEBSITE… 
I am pleased to announce that the website for the Central Alabama Chapter of APICS is officially up 
and running!   Visit our website at www.apics-ceal.org 
 
Chapter Board Nominations 
Nominations for the 2003 – 2004 Central Alabama Chapter Board of Directors will be accepted now 
through April 11th.   Please complete the attached nomination form and return to Melissa Grant via e-
mail at mgrant@apics-ceal.org or fax at 334-260-1562. 
 

2002 – 2003 Education Schedule 
 
CPIM – Detailed Scheduling and Planning  April 15th – May 27th (Tuesdays) 
Cost:  $250 (includes workbook) 

Register by March 14th by contacting Melissa Grant @mgrant@apics-ceal.org 
 

CPIM – Execution and Control of Operations  TBD 



Certified in Production and Inventory Management 

 
The Internationally Recognized Standard for Excellence 

CPIM provides a common basis for individuals and organizations to evaluate their knowledge of the 
evolving field of production and inventory management. The program has helped individuals and their 
organizations become more productive and competitive because it is designed to test candidates’ in-depth 
knowledge of a variety of subjects specific to production and inventory management. 

Introduced in 1973 and reconfigured in 2000, CPIM continues to live up to its mission of educating 
individuals in the concepts, tools, terminology, and integration of topics across operations functions. 

CPIM has helped more than 66,000 professionals 
• learn to predict outcomes more accurately and take actions that achieve results  
• gain peer and industry recognition  
• contribute to their organizations' success through increased efficiency across the processes of the 

supply chain  
• earn college credit.  
 

Certified in Integrated Resource Management 

 
Take your professional education and hands-on knowledge to the next level! 

APICS integrated resource management education lives up to its name! Certified in Integrated Resource 
Management (CIRM) education integrates your understanding of organizational resources such as 
information technology, materials, human resources, production and supporting equipment, facilities, and 
capital to meet the goals of your organization. In other words, you will gain an understanding of all the 
functions within your company, giving you a competitive edge! 

The success of any business in the 21st century will increasingly depend on its ability to adapt to rapidly 
changing conditions—taking swift action to maximize the opportunities presented. CIRM is a 
comprehensive program designed to develop managerial and leadership skills. With CIRM education, you 
will develop your fullest potential and solve a wide range of business problems across the enterprise—
spurring future innovation and discovery for you and your organization. 

 
Career Center 

If you would like to post job openings in our newsletter, please contact Melissa Grant at 
mgrant@apics-ceal.org   

 

To be removed from this mailing list, please contact Melissa Grant at mgrant@apics-ceal.org  



 

2002-2003 Board of Directors 
 

President    Vice President   Membership 
Melissa Grant, CPIM             Charles Wolfe    Tom Hampton 
Rheem Mfg.                    Rheem Mfg. 
260-1549         213-3757 
mgrant@apics-ceal.org  cwmw7@bellsouth.net  tehampton@rheem.com 

  
Treasurer    Secretary    Program Director 
Melissa Grant, CPIM        Jim Lehmann, CPIM 
          Hager Hinge Co. 
          284-4700 

  jlehmann@hagerco.com  
 
 Education    Communications    VP Marketing 
 Ken Ermer, CPIM   Melissa Grant, CPIM   Tommy Olsen  
 ATN          Rheem Mfg. 
 260-8529         260-1568 
 kenandbecky@mindspring.com      tolsen@rheem.com   
 
 Academic Advisor   Company Coordinator 
 Dr. Carl McDevitt   Teresa Cascio 
 AUM     GKN 
      215-4019 
 cmcdevitt@monk.aum.edu  teresa.cascio@gknwa.com  
 
 
 

Mailing address: 
APICS, Central Alabama Chapter 

PO Box 210281 
Montgomery, AL  36121-0281 

www.apics-ceal.org 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


